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shows the great importance of the answers we may expect
shortly to arrive from him/1 The courtly Granville sug-
gested almost disrespectfully in his reply that " the Queen
should ask the Empress Eugenie, whether she now thinks
she was right in urging her Husband to undertake the
Mexican, as well as the Franco-German War." The
Government, at any rate, were firm in their refusal to be
drawn into unnecessary wars, although a strictly limited
operation on the Red Sea coast elicited the Queen's
applause.

Meanwhile, the nation's chosen instrument had reached
Khartoum; and Baring's desk in Cairo was littered with
the daily sheaf of telegrams from Gordon. That perfect
functionary had begun to fear the worst, when Gordon on
his way through Cairo launched a particularly daring pro-
posal founded, as he announced, upon a " mystic feeling."
Sir Evelyn Baring, whose forte was public finance, was re-
markably immune from mystic feelings; and when Gordon
began to use official telegrams as a running chronicle of
passing fancies, bewilderment increased at Cairo and in
Downing Street. It had always been his way to put all his
moods on paper; readers of his earlier letters from Central
Africa were warned that they "are my journal and im-
pressions of the moment. I cannot be bound by them. . . .
These letters are my journal, so do not nail me down to
anything I may say I propose to do/* Besides, he was a
little apt to claim a right to " do what I like, and what God
in His mercy may direct me to do." For, to his deep
religious sense, " He is the GOVERNOR-GENERAL, and I am
only His useless agent, by whom He deigns to work His will/'
Such a faith, however admirable, in divine inspiration might
prove incompatible with strict obedience to orders. Not
that Gordon's official masters were exacting. Indeed, they
relied almost toucbingly upon his judgment; but that judg-
ment was itself sadly impaired by his fatalism, by a religious
tendency to resign himself happily to the decrees of Pro-
vidence. He had rejoiced in it for years, writing that " it